176       THE PRINCIPLES  OF WAR

Again, the Hestweck brigade has only one battery
at its disposal, which is insufficient; the other brigades
have one too : it is more than they need,

(2)  The left-hand column is followed by the whole
artillery reserve.   The latter is not wanted there at all;
that is obvious.   Suppose it should be necessary to
remove that artillery in order to send it elsewhere, the
movement could not but take a very long time, and
that artillery would arrive very late.

(3)  Again, we find here the characteristic faults of the
mathematical, inelastic order, resulting from a fixed and
symmetrical apportionment of means.   The threatened
wing is always too weak; the one that is not threatened
is always too strong.   Moreover, the main body of forces
is not free to act where one wishes and as one wishes.
There is no such thing as a main body in reserve, nor is
there any security service covering it.

If, then, the enemy comes on, action cannot be avoided.
Moreover, the action, once engaged, cannot be directed;
for the forces, in consequence of their distribution
through space, will all go into action simultaneously.
In order to conduct an action, it is necessary to create
reserves, to prepare a manoeuvre, to conceal it, to carry
it out. The thing is impossible here if the adversary
attacks; the four brigades will almost immediately be
all of them in the thick of the %ht. It will no longer
be possible to dispose of them, to handle them at
will.

(4)  Even before the army corps could come in touch
with the adversary, its distribution made any sort of
manoeuvre very difficult, in view of its extensive front
(6 to 7 miles), a change of direction by the heads of
the columns would be a very long operation; a change
of direction by the flank impossible;   no depth was
available for manoeuvre.

Let us to-day take up the question on our own
account; let us suppose ourselves to be at Opocno and
to have received an order which, after imparting to us
the information to hand, orders us, in order to protect
the concentration of the army at Josephstadt, to
bring the army corps to Skalitz, from which place
it will have to guard the roads to Nachod and ta
Kosteletz.